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Category:Workforce management software Category:Point-of-sale software Category:Human resource management softwareLast month, President
Obama was in Missouri on a mission to sell his jobs plan. But in the area he was visiting, the unemployment rate rose. It was 5.1 percent, compared with
4.8 percent the month before, and 6 percent in September. Twice before, the president called the lack of jobs in Missouri and neighboring Arkansas his
“greatest domestic challenge.” But I don’t think he meant to insult St. Louis and Fayetteville. He was just trying to be frank, and either he didn’t know or
he didn’t care that they are two of the poorest and least economically diverse parts of the country. It’s impossible to think of those cities as the ones that he
was talking about in his remarks. Yet they’ve been the focus of his efforts for two years. And the conversations about how they struggle — how they are
not yet the places where his jobs plan is put to use — are not the ones that he needed to have. Photo With jobs still scarce, the president came to
Springfield to give a pep talk in front of a clearly a nonbeliever audience. “We’re out there,” he reminded them. “We’re fighting for you.” But unlike many
of the people who were meeting with him, the governor had long ago joined with business leaders to call for the president’s job plan to be shelved.
Governor Quinn, who had already met with the president, echoed that message. “We’re not going to let the president’s rhetoric get in the way of reality,”
said Representative Brad Hudson, a Democrat and former candidate for governor in 2010. In his research, he has found that the best predictor of when a
state in decline reaches the tipping point — when new jobs disappear and those who are employed are losing benefits — is whether the people who lost
their jobs have the skills to compete in the new economy. “Missouri is still not there,” Hudson said. Missouri still doesn’t have the money to invest in
infrastructure; it still isn’t building enough housing. It still has too few workers with the skills the economy needs. It still doesn’t have one of the best health
care systems
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