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download 8bfBlog Close to my heart – Jennifer Gattey I was thrilled to learn
that I would be working with Jennifer Gattey, who has curated a number of
exhibitions at MAC Court, and had been a regular volunteer with us at No.

Eight gallery. She’s also a high-profile volunteer at the Museum of Modern Art
in Sydney, and runs the online arts resource, The Art Critic. How did you find
your way to the museum world? I was always interested in art from a very

young age. My father was in the Army, so we moved around a lot when I was
very young, but I grew up in a small town, Port Melbourne, which was a very
artistic place. I attended a number of art schools and decided I wanted to do
art history, but I couldn’t get into the University of Melbourne, so I joined the
army and was sent to Egypt, where I had to study English and art history. I

then married a Canadian and moved to Canada and ended up in Vancouver,
where I obtained a degree in art history. I started studying for my PhD and
came across a terrific Sydney gallery that was opening a new space. I was

employed on the gallery committee, then they were closed and I became the
head of the gallery. It changed my direction, and I started doing art criticism. I

said to myself “I’m going to write about art, I’m not going to any more art
schools or whatnot.” Why did you choose to work in the museum world? I love

museums. I could go on a long time about it but I like museums to be the
most comfortable and cosy place to be. The truth is that people go to
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museums because they want to. I’ve had friends in the museum industry for
years and years and they all talk about their biggest fear of going to

museums. No one wants to have to sell anything to anybody. That’s why I
chose to live in this profession. The people I work with are wonderful, and the
people I’m not working with, which is most of them, are wonderful as well. If
you hadn’t chosen art history as a subject and you had gone for a creative
career, what would you be doing today? I don’t want to put myself in that

position! It’s a random profession you are in. But I guess c6a93da74d
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