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Unlike his elder brother, Basistha went to his father’s hometown in Bajhang district to study. Sadly,
he died there in 1939. Like many of us, his life’s work and other aspirations were never fulfilled. In
the course of research of the first half of twentieth century in Nepal, Basistha found that certain
Sanskrit words were used in the form of gender-specific nouns and pronouns. He introduced the
word "Nepali" to describe the language of the Nepali people (Sanskrit being the language of the

region’s original inhabitants). He used the term "Nepali" to distinguish the language from Sanskrit,
Sanskrit written in the local language, and Sanskrit written in the Devanagari script. In 2010,

Basistha received the Kala Pratistha award for his “contribution to Nepal's language and Nepali
literature”. The Republic Day honour of Basistha was conferred on him by the President Dr. Ram
Baran Yadav. Since then, Basistha’s achievements have been celebrated in all his literary works.

Shreemad Basistha was a noted Nepali Litterateur and Acharya of Sanskrit language with multiple
literary works to his credit in Nepali and Sanskrit languages. Born on January 1, 1930, as the

youngest son among six to Agni Dhar Bhandari and Nar Maya Bhandari, he studied in Scottish
Mission School in Rhenock till class 4 or 5. He was well into his teens when he finished schooling with

no promises for further studies. Narrating the story of his father, Bharat Basistha, speaking
exclusively with EastMojo, said, It was shameful for him in that era when there were no further

studies to pursue, and all that people in the era were confined to was cow herding. Perhaps, he didnt
want such a life, resulting in him and his elder brother Hari Prasad Basistha running away from home
to study. He asked his mother for one Rupee and a sack full of rice to head out of the then Kingdom,

to pursue further education.
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Shakuntala is also widely read as a parable of the destiny of the human soul. The Mohini (the god-
like female divinity, who tempts the pious Sakhakavam but ultimately destroys herself) and the story

of her redemption by the god Vishnu are among the most enduring images in Nepali folk tradition.
Om, swami ji, you can continue to do whatever you want to do. But you have to learn lessons from
Shree Madhwacharya. Madhwacharya studied under Shree Vidyaranya Swami.When he won Shree

Madhwacharya's good liking, he decided to make him the Chief of his Nalanda Educational Institute.
Madhwacharya took a vow to study the Shrimad Bhagwat Geeta. He spent his entire life in repeating

it and glorifying Shri Krishna. Every morning he studied the Bhagwat Geeta in full and by evening
even Nalanda PoliceStation. On some occasions, when Shri Madhwacharya was going to the police
Station to see his brother, he would start reading the Geeta at the police Station. On one occasion,

the Police Inspector called him for a promotional certificate. Finding it difficult to say no he agreed to
come after reading the Geeta. When he came back the Inspector told him that he was a policeman
and used all his knowledge and experience to get the promotion. After that he started his Nalanda
Institute. Vidyaranya, swami ji, used to get the geeta printed in Nalanda. He would read the Shri

Bhagwat Geeta to his close friends and others. He used to pass the shtikath and visit the sage to get
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a boon. At that time, The Mu Sthali, the then Mayor of Nalanda used to use the Geeta for the
blessings. When Vidyaranya was visiting the Sage, the then Mayor invoked the Bhagwat Geeta and
blessed Vidyaranya in a way that, ever since he got a chance to visit the sage, there will be no cock
crow. One day, Vidyaranya felt like having some milk, he went to the city market and bought a cow.

On that day he had a similar experience that, a cow had to give milk and the milk used to come
without a cock crowing. By God's grace, Nalanda possessed a cow and not a cock for the entire 15

days. Earlier people used to worship gods by giving offerings, but Vidyaranya changed it by trying to
achieve a better goal. He was done with the pleasing of the gods and started his search for the
Bhagwad Geeta. At that time he found Vyasavardhini's Account of the History of the Shrimad

Bhagwat Geeta which contained a knowledge of the origin of the Geeta. So, Vidyaranya made a vow
to make it known to the world. He was succeeded by Vyasavardhini, Prahladji and Shri Chaitanya

Mahaprabhu. Vidyaranya was a deep-sea-diving yogi. He brought down a Shivalinga from the sea in
Nalanda which is still there. 5ec8ef588b
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