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darwins theory of natural selection arose from his observation of the evolution of domestic animals and plants. he demonstrated that living
organisms can change over time through mutations and reproduction, and that the best adapted organisms survive and reproduce. darwin

rejected the existence of supernatural forces in the universe, and replaced them with an adaptationist theory that explained life through the
struggle for existence. darwin was influenced by the work of thomas malthus (1766-1834), who argued that human beings competed with

one another for resources, and by richard whately (1787-1863), who argued that a universal law of nature governed the evolution of
societies. darwin also accepted the theory of evolution set forth by lamarck (1744-1829), who argued that the physical characteristics

acquired during the lifetime of an organism would be passed on to offspring. lamarckism had been rejected by the majority of europeans at
the time darwin was writing, although it continued to influence the work of such nineteenth-century naturalists as john lubbock (1833-1913).
in the late nineteenth century, naturalists returned to a lamarckian conception of evolution, and at least some scientists continue to accept

this. darwin published his theory of natural selection in 1859. but he did not publish his theory of sexual selection until 1871, and the
evidence for this theory had been accumulating since the 1820s. darwin s theory was an important early step in the development of

evolutionary theory, and is often credited with being one of the first to recognize the evolutionary significance of sexual selection. darwin
argued that the struggle for existence is manifested in the struggle between individuals, and that individuals with a particular character are
more likely to survive and reproduce. darwin s theory of natural selection became a key element of modern biology and science in general,

and has influenced the way in which humans and other species have been viewed in modern western culture.
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post-colonial and feminist theories have been
particularly affected by marxist theory. and marxist

theory has had a lasting influence on these disciplines.
for example, postcolonial theory is a branch of literary
theory, specifically feminist theory. while the literature
of the colonial era has been of interest to postcolonial
theorists, the literature of the marxist era has been

the most influential of the three eras of literary
history. post-colonial theorists and feminist theorists

are not interested in the political and economic causes
of colonialism, but in the way that literature constructs
ideas about the nature of the nation and the place of
women in it. marxist theories are thought to be too
reductionist in the way they reduce all culture to

economic structure. post-colonial theory is founded on
the idea that colonialism has a continuing influence on
culture. feminist theory, on the other hand, is defined
by the political participation of women. both marxist

and post-colonial theories give weight to the power of
certain groups of people and the repression of others.
but marxist theory tends to see power as a material
force, not a human one. critical theory is particularly

interested in discourses of power, such as race,
gender, and sexuality. critical theory is influenced by

marxism, since marxism as a system of thought is
concerned with social inequalities and the way that
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power is exercised. however, critical theory is more
concerned with the construction of those inequalities.

critical theory uses radical tactics, such as
deconstruction and the construction of alternative
systems of thought. critical theory's methods often

include bringing forward the contingency of language.
critical theory encourages its adherents to understand
themselves as members of the oppressed groups that

critical theory seeks to help. critical theory is
interested in the social construction of knowledge; it is

concerned with how knowledge is disseminated in
society. in a critical theory perspective, knowledge is
important not in the way that it is reproduced, but in
the way that it functions to reproduce inequality and

domination. in fact, critical theory is interested in how
knowledge is used, not just the content of knowledge.
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