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site it was the news that Los Angeles County supervisors voted to raise the minimum wage
to $15 per hour by 2018 that sparked a public debate on whether it's better to be employed
and working fewer hours or unemployed and idling. "It's about balance," said Tony West,
general manager of downtown Los Angeles' West Bank restaurant and retail district. "They
need to make it fair. To me, it makes no sense to raise wages if you're not going to give me
some jobs. And if you're going to give me jobs, then you can raise my wages and have more
work." The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted on Tuesday to increase the
minimum wage for county employees to $15 by 2018. The measure will cost the county
about $60 million a year. The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority has already
increased its minimum wage from $10.50 to $13.25. The agency has estimated that the
wage hike will mean it will need to hire nearly 2,000 new workers. "They're saying, 'We're
going to have to hire more bus drivers, more mechanics, more maintenance workers,' " said
Jim Glassman, MTA chief financial officer. "We've got to fill those positions and that
increases the fare box. "And we're already paying bus drivers $14 an hour and mechanics
$13.... The burden will be passed on to the riders to support more bus drivers, more
mechanics and also the maintenance workers who are doing the work to keep the system
running." There are 1.7 million transit riders in Los Angeles County, the Los Angeles Times
reported. West doesn't understand why the county supervisors are taking the issue to the
public. "What is that there are people out there who don't want to pay taxes," he said. "I
don't know how you can say that. I don't believe it. It's a myth. "If I'm going to have to pay
more in taxes, then it's better to have more employment," he added. "My employees need to
get a job and they need to be able to afford to live." Meanwhile, some employers are on the
hunt for workers. "We're hiring; we're hiring and hiring," said Rachel Rubio, owner of
Torrance fast food restaurant Secret Pizza. Secret Pizza is recruiting approximately 120
workers for the following positions: Hourly: $10 Part time: $10 Full time: $15 Restaurant
managers Hourly: $15 Part time: $16 Full f988f36e3a
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